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SENT DEPT 4659 BPTD INFO SAIGON 68l 

Re Deptel 3803 repeated Saigon 4727* 

- * 1 

We informed Nguyen Be thismorning of Department's Instruction contained 
ref tel. He stated that he vould pass our* message to Bao Dai immediately 
by telephone. Expressed personal opinion that although he sympathised with 
Department's position he feared circumstances vould not permit Bao Dai 
to delay action any longer, for opposing factions vere chonping the bit 
after three extensions of truce at lao Dai's behest on promise that prompt 
action to effect settlement would be forthcoming De called again this 
afternoon after speaking to Bao Dai by telephone and reported latter 
stated that although he Appreciates Diem's wish* to examine question fully 
and await General Collins' return to Saigon before replying to Bao Dai 
plan, he is forced in "face of excessively important circumstances concerning 
only internal Vietnamese affairs to take decision immediately’' . He therefore 
will take action tomorrow in conviction that it is last opportunity to 
avoid disaster. He feels that we have already delayed decisions and action < 
so long that situation can no longer be controlled and will be irrevoicably > 
out of hand within few days. De reported further that in reluctantly taking 
this decision Bao Dai wishes us to understand that his action will be 
taken "in full spirit of cooperation and understanding with us" and that 
it will be influenced by what he considers to be our views. De quoted him 
from notes as saying, "primary element in Vietnamese policy is US-Vietnam 
friendship and I will do nothing to violate it but as Chief of State I 
cannot sit by and watch my country slip into Communist hands" ♦ 
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We informed De that we vould deliver message promptly and vould U* £ 
qommunicate with him in Cannes tomorrow morning by telephone. ^ j / 

Conment: We have no doubt that Bao Dai. is fully informed of grave 
situation in Saigon including news contained in Saigon's JJIACT 4805 to 
Department repeated Paris 1244 that Diem intends to take "action to remove 
Sang as chief of Saigon police and that this may detonate explosion. De 
hd A led us to understand that Bao Dal has had stream of messages from 
various political factions in Sai gon, undoubtedl y jjiq ludlng sects, warning • 
him that unless he takes actl< ^ C e !B@bf^M^3. Diem and change in 
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government they will act on their own with or without his approval, lao 
Dai’s fear of his own future status, coupled with probably sincere conviction 
that Diem must go for good of country will probably cause him to act tomorrow, 
as stated out desperation. 

Ve asked De what form action would take and were told that lao Dai 
did not say either because he had not made up his mind (most likely for 
was disinclined announce it over telephone.) De claims it will be along 
lines lao Dai plan and will probably be minimum he believes necessary to 
avoid explosion. 

We asked De how much French knew of plan and he explained he had 
kept LaForest taoa Au Courant but had not actually seen Faure as press 
had reported. He did see "member Faure* s cabinet" (probably Berared). 

We are bringing French up to date in response Department's instructions. 

We upon receipt Deptel 3803 we had not thought it wise to approach 
lao Dai personally because De is efficient intermediary, we were reluctant 
to inflate lao Dai's own importance and we thought it best to reserve 
whatever effectiveness personal approach to lao Dai has for time when it 
would repay us most. 

De has promised t6 inform us tomorrow by telephone of Bao Dai's 
intentions which will be communicated immedfately to Department by telephone 
if urgent enough. Meanwhile we* have emphasized to De that Department is 
actively working on problem and will transmit its views on plan to Bao 
Dai as soon as Washington studies concluded. 
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